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  Telephone: 96344199  Facsimile: 9899 6527  Email: castlehill-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 Website: www.castlehill-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 

HSC Results 
 
Wow! What a fabulous result from such a year of disruptions.  The class 
of 2020 have achieved 220 Band 6 results.  The following students have 
achieved band 6 results in 10 units or more, Miranda Clinton, Vy Dinh, 
Joshua Sotomayor, Sophie Sullivan and Amelia Wheeler. Five students 
have obtained state ranking, we are waiting with anticipation on the result 
of their place.  Congratulations on such an outstanding effort from a 
fantastic group of students. 
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Year 12 Major Work Nominations 
The following students have been nominated for possible inclusion in InTech, the annual exhibition of 
outstanding Major Projects developed by HSC Industrial Technology students.  The selected projects 
will be displayed for Shape 2020, the combined exhibition of HSC Technology projects at the 
Powerhouse Museum, Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences (MAAS), Sydney, from 26 February to 9 
May 2021. 

Jeremiah Lee - Industrial Technology Graphics 

Presentation Assemblies 
In a year filled with many changes and disruption, Presentation Day was the last event to be modified 
to ensure the school was COVID safe.  Over three days, we held Stage assemblies to recognise 
students for academic achievements, work within the community and sporting prowess.   It was my 
great pleasure to congratulate our students who received awards.  Thank you, parents, for your 
support, understanding and participation as a virtual audience this year.  I would also like to 
acknowledge the Presentation Team for their organisation and management of the Presentation Day 
assemblies.  Thank you, Helen Preketes, Michelle O’Brien, Illone Windrim, Leisje Smith, Amy 
Danckert, Nic Derricott, Brandon Luhur and Jennifer Dane. 
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Caitlin Tong  - Industrial Technology Graphics 

Nathan Jack  -  Industrial Technology Timber 

Benjamin Snook - Industrial Technology Timber 
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School ends and school opens  
The school year finishes for students on the Wednesday 16th December.  Year 7, 11 and 12 will 
return on Friday 29th January and Year 8, 9 and 10 will return on Monday 1st February 2021. 
 
The year that has been 
Thank you for your support and patience with many challenges we have faced this year as a 
community.  Your understanding and flexibility as the school made changes to cope and manage the 
disruptions is appreciated.  This will be our last Drawbridge for 2020 so I take the opportunity to wish 
you a restful break.  As I know all the teachers and support staff are looking forward to some time to 
rest and recharge. 
 
Good wishes, 
Relieving Principal 
Diana King 
 

Thank you 
Ms Bedano’s Year 8 class have been working on a project to bring Christmas cheer to the 
homeless in our local area.  With the help of Samuel Gilbert Primary School, they have raised 
enough money to buy 30x 50L hiking style quality backpacks from an outdoor specialist, so they are 
heavy duty and water resistant. Hopefully this will allow the community's rough sleepers to carry 
their belongings and provide greater mobility to enjoy a better quality of life. They are going to fill 
the backpacks with a sleeping bag and some smaller items which have been donated by the 
community.  The aim is to really brighten their Christmas day and bring a smile to someone who 
may not have family or loved ones which shows there are people who care about them in the 
community.  Mission Australia are going to help to  distribute the backpacks on Christmas Eve. 
 
2021 Planning 
The construction of a school timetable for 2000 students and 130 staff is an extremely complex task 
which takes a huge amount of time and effort while considering the constraints such as access to 
speciality rooms.  The welfare team collects and uses student information to construct new classes 
for next year.  This is a timely process which considers the needs of all students in terms of learning 
and support for their education.  In this process we consider the impact and / or distractions that 
friends have on the learning process which can be seen through report comments on your child’s 
yearly report. Please expect significant changes to classes for 2021 and support the school’s 
planning with your child by encouraging the focus on learning and they will be able to continue their 
friendships in the playground during recess and lunch. 
 
Uniform 
During the school holidays the uniform shop will be open to parents and students for purchase of 
school uniforms.  Please refer to the summer school uniform requirements as published on the 
website when making uniform purchases.  Please note that the additional layers used in winter for 
warmth such as the white undershirt or non-uniform jumper are not part of the summer uniform.  
Continuing COVID restrictions means that social distancing will continue to be enforced and you 
may need to cue outside the shop, thank you in advanced for your patience.   
Students are required to wear black leather school shoes as part of the Department’s Work Health 
and Safety requirements.  In a school environment, there are many speciality rooms which pose 
potential hazards which is the reason students are expected to wear black leather school shoes to 
protect their feet.  If your child requires a new pair of school shoes over the holidays please make 
sure they are appropriate. 
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A big decision 
As Year 12 came to an end, I was still at a loss of what to do with my life. Although I 
definitely didn’t want to go university, everybody was applying so I thought why not. I had 6 
courses to choose. The first 4 were Business Management courses as I thought these would 
be interesting, but I couldn’t decide on the last 2. My Dad had always thought I would make 
a good teacher and was constantly suggesting Geography and Economics teaching since 
they were the subjects I enjoyed most at school. After much debate, I conceded and put 
down teaching to keep him happy, thinking I was unlikely to get those choices anyway. In 
the meantime, not holding out any hope, I got a job working in a bank in the admin 
department. I soon came to the realisation that a desk job wasn’t for me. Maybe university 
wouldn’t be so bad after all. Well the offers came out and it was teaching!! 
 
Becoming a teacher 
I attended Sydney University and completed a Bachelor of Education in Humanities. Once 
finished my first job was a temporary position at Rooty Hill HS for 12 months. This is where I 
taught my first and last Economics class. The next year I was appointed permanently to 
Plumpton HS where I would stay for 15 years. In my 2

nd 
year there, a new subject was 

introduced into the NSW curriculum, Business Studies. I was lucky enough to get a class 
and have taught it every year since. Working at Plumpton was both challenging and 
rewarding, and some of my most memorable moments in teaching come from there. 
 
Castle Hill High School 
15 years is a long time to be at a challenging school so it was time to move on. A short time 
after requesting a transfer I was told I would be moving to Castle Hill HS and would be 
teaching Business Studies, including an Accelerated Business Studies course. I have 
worked with some inspirational teachers over my 
career who have encouraged me along the way. I 
have also taught so many amazing students who 
have also taught me many things as well. I love 
getting to know them and being able to play a part 
in their education, especially seeing so many go off 
and pursue careers in Business. Even though I was 
adamant I never wanted to be a teacher, I quickly 
developed a passion for it and have now been lucky 
enough to share my enthusiasm and knowledge 
with university students learning to become 
Economics and Business Studies teachers 
themselves. 
 
My Dad must have known something I didn’t, 
because it was his persistence that led me to 
choose teaching as a career (and he never let her 
forget it!!). I can now not see myself doing anything 
else, anywhere else. 
 
Michelle O’Brien 
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Year 12 Graduation photos 
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Uniform Shop News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Items purchased have a 60-day return policy. Please keep the dockets  
so, the date of purchase is available. 
 
Coming Soon: New navy sloppy joes available in 2021. 
 
Margaret Pritchard 
Uniform Shop Co-ordinator 
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Drawbridge 

 

Term 1 Week 1A 2021 
 
Monday 25th January                 Holidays  
Tuesday 26th January                Australia Day (Public Holiday)  
Wednesday 27th January           School Development Day (Staff Only) 
Thursday 28th January               School Development Day (Staff Only) 
Friday 29th January                    School resumes for students in year 7, 11 & 12 

Term 1 Week 2B 2021  
 
Monday 1st February                  School resumes for students in all years   
Tuesday 2nd February                2020 HSC High Achievers Assembly  
Wednesday 3rd February           Year 7 Camp  
Thursday 4th February                Year 7 Camp  
Friday 5th February           Year 7 Camp  

Term 1 Week 3A 2021  
 
Monday 8th February               
Tuesday 9th February               Peer Support lesson 2    
Wednesday 10th February        Year 11 Meeting (NESA check/Assessment booklet)        
Thursday 11th February            School Photos Day 1      
Friday 12th February         School Photos Day 2      


