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Da Vinci Decathlon – great results 
 
I wrote about the Da Vinci Decathlon in the last newsletter and am delight-
ed in this edition to report on the results. 
You’ll recall we presented two teams, one from Year 7 and one from Year 
9, to compete in a range of problem solving exercises spanning a number 
of categories including engineering, cartography, mathematics and so 
forth. 
Our Year 7 team “came out buzzing” wanting to compete again in 2020 
and keen to start training as soon as possible. Year 9 students said that 
they also would like to participate again next year. 
Both teams found the whole exercise challenging and stimulating – and 
ultimately satisfying. That’s good news. 
The Year 7 team came 11th in cartography, 16th in Engineering and 16th in 
Mathematics. The year 9 team also did creditably. With 70 teams from 
across the state in each year group and a first- time experience for Castle 
Hill High School students, this was a tremendous effort. 
Congratulations to Emma Geng, Zach Danckert, Alina Hawron, Imogen 
Browne, Amelie Martin, Krish Joshi, Annabel Teh and Ethan Kelly in Year 
7 and  Priya Patel, Jason Park, Victoria Lee, Ravin Galapathy, Dominque 
Martin, Bethany Wade, Hannah Lee and Helen Tran in Year 9. 
 

Reconciliation Action Plan – a successful first meet-
ing 
 
Under the guidance of Ms Courtney Corcoran Roberts, the school had its 
first meeting of parents and teachers to design a Reconciliation Action 
Plan, last week. In its infancy, and with much to do, the team achieved an 
enormous amount in its first meeting. The discussion was deep and inter-
esting paving the way, I believe, for a truly authentic plan to develop rec-
onciliation strategies for our first peoples. 
I was delighted to see a number of parents on this team. Thank you to: 
Joanne Jordan, Jean Grima, Kylie Hungerford, Matt Napper and Phillip 
Wheeler and, as well, thank you to those parents Jenny Bloomfield and 
Kelly Young who were unable to attend the first meeting. 
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Aboriginal flags 
The school has just purchased two new flags – the Aboriginal flag and the Torres Strait Islander 
flag – to be flown alongside the Australian flag. 
Here is a photo of our proud Aboriginal students just before the flying of these flags. 

 

 

Vicki Brewer  
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On May 28th and 29th, Castle Hill High School sent a Year 7 and a Year 9 team to the  Da Vinci 
Decathlon Competition at Knox Grammar School. The Da Vinci Decathlon is a competition where 
schools in NSW compete in 10 different subjects - Mathematics, English, Cartography, Ideation, 
Engineering, Art and Poetry, General Knowledge, Code Breaking, Creative Producers and Science. 
Each team has eight members and they all collaborate to complete tasks targeted at the top 30% of 
students.  
 
Out of 70 schools (mainly private and selective), Year 7 placed in the top sixteen in three different 
subjects - 11th in Cartography and 16th in Mathematics and Engineering. Da Vinci was a great op-
portunity to represent our school and extended our learning. The experience challenged our crea-
tive thinking as well as our use of logic. We spent many weeks preparing for this event and cannot 
wait to compete again next year. 
 
We would like to thank CHHS for providing us with the opportunity to compete for the first time. We 
would also like to thank the teachers and parents that helped us: Mr Martin, Mrs Browne, Mrs 
Wade, Ms Jones and Ms Galapathy for driving us to and from Knox and Ms Greenhalgh, Ms John-
son, Mr Stone and Mrs Danckert for their help with the organisation. Finally, we would like to thank 
Ms Davis for her ongoing support and for dedicating her time to train us. 
 

By the Year 7 Da Vinci Team 
 

 
                            Year 7 training hard.      Year 9 getting competitive. 

 

Da Vinci Decathlon Competition 
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Lost property is building up again, can you please ensure that your students name is in all 
items of clothing so they can be returned to your student as soon as it is found.  
 
If your student has lost anything from bottles to clothing and jackets, sports uniforms and 
shoes, they are awaiting collection at the Administration Office.  
 

All items that are remaining in lost property will be donated at the end 
of term so if you are missing anything could you please come and 
collect it.  
Thank you 
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Calendar 
June 17th June 18th June 19th June 20th June 21st 

 Year 10 Com-
merce  

 Year 9 PLO 
Seminar  

 Hills Zone Ath-
letics –Day 1 

 Hills Zone Ath-
letics –Day 2 

 P&C Meeting  
 Max Potential 
 Year 11 Par-

ent Teacher 
Night   

  Scripture Semi-
nar Year 7 

 Year 10 Wellbe-
ing Seminar  

 PDC Debating 
Year 11 
against Crest-
wood High  

 Macbeth thea-
tre excursion  

June 24th  June 25th June 26th June 27th June 28th 

 Hospitality 
Work Place-
ment  

 Year 8 & 10 
Reports  

 Year 10 sub-
ject infor-
mation Week 

 AFL School 
cup state final 
years 7-8  

 Careers: Ap-
prenticeships 
and Train-
eeships  

 Hospitality 
work Place-
ment  

 Year 10 Parent 
Teacher Night  

 Hospitality 
Work Place-
ment  

 Yr 10 Subject 
Selection talks  

 Oz tag cham-
pionships 
Meadowbank/
Kingsway  

  Hospitality 
Work Place-
ment  

  Scripture Semi-
nar year 8  

  Western Syd-
ney Careers 
Expo  

 Year 8 Wel-
fare—The Hurt-
ing Games Ses-
sions 5&6  

 Year 10 to 11 
Parents Subject 
night  

 Celebrations 
assemblies  

 Health EXPO 
at Westmead 
Hospital 

 French Excur-
sion Periods 3-
6   

July 1st July 2nd July 3rd  July 4th July 5th 

 Spirit Week 
Begins  

 Year 10 into 
year 11 sub-
ject selections 
interviews  

 Year 10 & 11 
Japanese ex-
cursion  

 French excur-
sion Periods 3-
6  

 Concert Band 
Community 
Tour  

 Year 9 Com-
merce in class 
Visit Common-
wealth Bank  

 History PBL 
Showcase  

 Year 8 Wel-
fare—The 
Hurting Game 
Sessions  

 Year 8 Parent 
Teacher Night  

 Spirit Week 
Assembly  

 Yr 10 & 11 
Subject Selec-
tions due 
online  

 Spirit Week 
Mufti Day  

 

 Scripture Year 
10 

 Year 9 reports 
Distributed  

 

 Last Day Term 
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